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T'he Cuban Invasion—I

White House Decisiobs-Citéd in Study |
.Of Why Landing in April Was a Failure | - .

By HANSON
Thiz is the first of two

_attempt by anti-Castro forces to invads Uubd last ilprik)
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‘I'he cclebrations in Cuba laste

week deliberately emphasized;
the 1ncreasing.:trentgh of Pre-!
mier Fidel tro’s pro-Com-
raunist state,

I*art of the emphasis repre-
sents propaganda, but there is)
some truth behind the embroid-{
ered claims. !

alrout three
wionihs afler the
United States-
sponsored abortive
tnvasion of Cuba,
D¥r.{’astro’s regime
stronger than it has ever
bieen, physically and in prestige.
in April, when 1,500 to 1,600
anii-Castro Cubans, with United:
Siates support, attempled to
vverthrow the (uban Govern-
geent, Havana had only nine.
roperational military afreraft, ail
aeapeller-driven, except threg
wet~-powered T-33 trainers that.
hud been armed. The Cuban’
cqsihtia,  then equipped with
“‘,(‘tz.vchoslovak and Russian small
/arms, about fifty Russian tanks
/ vnd  self-propelled guns and
.+ smmaall amounts of field artiliery,
vs impressive in quantity but
J,pot in quality, )
About 200,000 men
'~omen had been armed,
simest of these were fll-disciplined
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yoen to question. There was, ‘n,

Today, with the vlctor%' at
theny,

and are now in operation. Heavy!
crates, which may contain ad.
ditional  disassembled  poives
have peen seen, Some O buo
pilots have rcturned frev . fet
training in Crechoslovakia. !
More arms and equipment fet{
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ﬁl whipping boys, The impos~
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Guer.Jilas Are Insctive
The underground has been Vir-|
tually quiescent; thﬁrguerrmu
have been {nactive; Dr,
opposition is disorganized |
downcast. The overthrow of .}
Castro’'s Government would
far more difficult today, even;if
United Btates forcea were gent
into the island, than it would
have been thrce months ago.
Angd the United Stateg Govern- -,
ment apparently has no plan -
for eliminating what many ob--
servers have called the “cancer:\” -
of communism in Cuba.” p\
The .April invasion has heen
widely ridiculed since its fallure,\ -
the Central Intelligence|d -
Agency and the Joint Chiefs of} >
Staff have been made the princi-f\ .’

ility of overthrowing ~D{{:"
Castrp with 1,500 to 1,600 meni\
appeays self-evident; the rhetsl\
arival.question, “How could any- :‘ ‘
one bp so stupid?” has been &Y.\
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tx was not ax.s

3 ’to tupld .-g h ¥
been made to ap) An
sibilit. forge\emls&
ppears t be widely dla-

 .{ "nd sparsely trained, undepend- . 3"“’ ' tgf tt-}l‘\:rc!u?u:nn m
“} able against & good military ‘U'% PPV ge ¢ otticials
/| 1arce.” About 15000 to 20000 With IV 0%0::’:‘0’3:“:‘0: e
' ‘jregular Army and milltiamen’ fne ETERNTEIER BITCCG g:jo
had received more training and'l m“”m o Berlin crig

‘eould be termed a “hard core” 8 in ot
 plthough their combat effective-i gy 0 Mtor the cﬂm f!
pess  and  dependability were xault statipd in the Iat {
f2lAvoril, a Cuban anti-Castro 1 of b
5 nderground, and about 2,000 g“g_‘ht , E.i’:rn‘lmer author-{:
sguvrrillas  scattered in  the Axe Lentral - In "
¥ountains all over Cuba. eqfﬂgcy W train a

the Bay of Pigs behind t gees. .
. the Cuban armed forces are far|?f the and

more confident, less likely to|{OF © Richard M.

defect, better armed  and[SclL . ; Wd i
trained. Between twenty and ton, Chfdl il
thirty Soviet MIG-17 fet fight- ’l“’:‘fl‘, i . mhl?:: bl
ers have been delivered to Cuba{ /- F Yor emyployment of thelfj ,
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refuges, but as their
Ing progressed the Penta-
was asked to ssign offi-
\'t‘rninlng cadres, weapons
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uipment to the C. L A,
*/Tiup, plan, as il developed
Jndeg| WA Elsenhower aand Iator
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